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DETAILED ACTION 

Application and Claims Status 

1 . Applicant's response filed 12/3 1/2008 is acknowledged and entered. 

2. Claims 1-16 were pending. No claims were amended, added, and/or cancelled. 
Therefore, claims 1-16 are currently pending and are under consideration in this Office Action. 

Election/Restrictions 

3. Applicant's election with traverse of the species of claims 1 and 9 wherein claims 1 and 
3-9 read on the elected species in the reply filed on 12/3 1 /2008 is acknowledged. However upon 
further reconsideration, the species requirement is withdrawn. Moreover, applicant traversal is 
on the ground that ' Groups I and II of the instant application satisfy the unity of invention 
requirement, and are thus improperly restricted, because they share a technical relationship 
involving the same special technical feature, thereby complying with Rule 13.2.' is confusing 
since the Office Action mailed on 12/03/2008 is a species requirement and not a restriction 
requirement. Accordingly, claims 1-16 are under consideration in this Office Action. 

Priority 

4. Receipt is acknowledged of papers, i.e. Japanese Application No. 2003-1 12355 that was 
filed on 04/17/2003, submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of 
record in the file. 
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5. Additionally, this instant application is a 371 of PCT/JP04/005415 filed on 04/15/2004, 
and as a result this instant application has the effective filing date of 04/15/2004. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

6. The information disclosure statements (IDS) that were filed on 10/12/2005, 04/16/2008, 
and 08/21/2008 have been reviewed, and the references that have been considered are initialed as 
recorded in PTO-1449 form(s). 

Drawings 

7. The drawings were received on 10/12/2005 in regard to figures 3B and 7B. These 
drawings are acceptable. 

Specification 

8. Applicant is reminded that the substitute specification and abstract filed 10/12/2005 has 
been entered as indicated in the Office Action mailed 12/03/2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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10. Claims 1, 2, 6-10, and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Yoshimura et al. (US Patent 6,847,415 Bl). 

For claims 1 and 6-8, Yoshimura et al. disclose a flat panel display unit (see e.g. 
Abstract; col. 1, lines 7-12; col. 3, lines 13-28; figs. 1A, IB, 2A thru 2D, and 4). The display 
unit (ref. #1) comprises a chassis (ref. #2) (refers to instant claimed conductive chassis), a 
display panel (ref. #3), circuit board (ref. #4), and a flexible cable (ref. #5) (refers to instant 
claimed cable and instant claim 6) (see e.g. col. 4, line 35 thru col. 5, line 14; figs. 1A and IB). 
As illustrated by figures 2A thru 2D, the chassis (ref. #2) comprises opposite surfaces (ref. #2-1 
and 2-2) where the display panel (ref. #3) is attached to one surface (ref. #2-1) and the circuit 
board (ref. #4) is attached to the opposite surface (ref. #2-2) and the circuit board (ref. #4) and 
the display panel is attached to each other by the flexible cable (ref. #5) (refers to instant claimed 
limitations of a) chassis attached to the display panel; b) a plurality of substrates attached to the 
conductive chassis; c) cable electrically connecting the substrates) (see e.g. col. 4, lines 42-59; 
col. 5, lines 15-54). The flexible cable (ref. #5) extends from the display panel (ref. #3) to circuit 
board (ref. #4) on the opposite surface (ref. #2-2) of the chassis via the through-hole (ref. #2c) 
(refers to instant claimed a fixing member is provided which fixes at least a part of the cable 
between the substrates) (see e.g. col. 5, lines 15-54; figs. 2A thru 2D). As depicted by figure 1A, 
the flexible cable is a single layer structure as claimed in claim 7). The type of material use to 
form the chassis (ref. #2) includes aluminum (refers to instant claim 8) (see e.g. col. 5, lines 11- 
14). 

For claim 9, Yoshimura et al. disclose a flat panel display unit (see e.g. Abstract; col. 1, 
lines 7-12; col. 3, lines 13-28; figs. 1A, IB, 2A thru 2D, and 4). The display unit (ref. #1) 
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comprises a chassis (ref. #2) (refers to instant claimed conductive chassis), a display panel (ref. 
#3), circuit board (ref. #4), and a flexible cable (ref. #5) (refers to instant claimed cable) (see e.g. 
col. 4, line 35 thru col. 5, line 14; figs. 1 A and IB). As illustrated by figures 2A thru 2D, the 
chassis (ref. #2) comprises opposite surfaces (ref. #2-1 and 2-2) where the display panel (ref. #3) 
is attached to one surface (ref. #2-1) and the circuit board (ref. #4) is attached to the opposite 
surface (ref. #2-2) and the circuit board (ref. #4) and the display panel is attached to each other 
by the flexible cable (ref. #5) (refers to instant claimed limitations of a) chassis attached to the 
display panel; b) a plurality of substrates attached to the conductive chassis; c) cable electrically 
connecting the substrates) (see e.g. col. 4, lines 42-59; col. 5, lines 15-54). The flexible cable 
(ref. #5) extends from the display panel (ref. #3) to circuit board (ref. #4) on the opposite surface 
(ref. #2-2) of the chassis via the through-hole (ref. #2c) (refers to instant claimed a fixing 
member is provided which fixes at least a part of the cable between the substrates) (see e.g. col. 
5, lines 15-54; figs. 2A thru 2D). Additionally, Yoshimura et al. disclose that the type of flat 
panel display unit includes a plasma display unit (see e.g. col. 1, lines 9-12; col. 4, lines 35-41). 

For claims 2 and 14-16, Yoshimura et al. disclose a flat panel display unit (see e.g. 
Abstract; col. 1, lines 7-12; col. 3, lines 13-28; figs. 1 A, IB, 2A thru 2D, and 4). The display 
unit (ref. #1) comprises a chassis (ref. #2) (refers to instant claimed conductive chassis), a 
display panel (ref. #3), circuit board (ref. #4) (refers to instant claimed substrate), and a flexible 
cable (ref. #5) (refers to instant claimed cable and instant claim 14) (see e.g. col. 4, line 35 thru 
col. 5, line 14; figs. 1A and IB). As illustrated by figures 2A thru 2D, the chassis (ref. #2) 
comprises opposite surfaces (ref. #2-1 and 2-2) where the display panel (ref. #3) is attached to 
one surface (ref. #2-1) and the circuit board (ref. #4) is attached to the opposite surface (ref. #2- 
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2) and the circuit board (ref. #4) and the display panel is attached to each other by the flexible 
cable (ref. #5) (refers to instant claimed limitations of a) chassis attached to the display panel; b) 
a substrate attached to the conductive chassis; c) cable electrically connecting the display panel 
and substrate) (see e.g. col. 4, lines 42-59; col. 5, lines 15-54). The flexible cable (ref. #5) 
extends from the display panel (ref. #3) to circuit board (ref. #4) on the opposite surface (ref. #2- 
2) of the chassis via the through-hole (ref. #2c) (refers to instant claimed a fixing member is 
provided which fixes at least a part of the cable between the substrates) (see e.g. col. 5, lines 15- 
54; figs. 2A thru 2D). As depicted by figure 1 A, the flexible cable is a single layer structure as 
claimed in claim 15). The type of material use to form the chassis (ref. #2) includes aluminum 
(refers to instant claim 16) (see e.g. col. 5, lines 1 1-14). 

For claim 10, Yoshimura et al. disclose a flat panel display unit (see e.g. Abstract; col. I, 
lines 7-12; col. 3, lines 13-28; figs. 1 A, IB, 2A thru 2D, and 4). The display unit (ref. #1) 
comprises a chassis (ref. #2) (refers to instant claimed conductive chassis), a display panel (ref. 
#3), circuit board (ref. #4) (refers to instant claimed substrate), and a flexible cable (ref. #5) 
(refers to instant claimed cable) (see e.g. col. 4, line 35 thru col. 5, line 14; figs. 1A and IB). As 
illustrated by figures 2A thru 2D, the chassis (ref. #2) comprises opposite surfaces (ref. #2-1 and 
2-2) where the display panel (ref. #3) is attached to one surface (ref. #2-1) and the circuit board 
(ref. #4) is attached to the opposite surface (ref. #2-2) and the circuit board (ref. #4) and the 
display panel is attached to each other by the flexible cable (ref. #5) (refers to instant claimed 
limitations of a) chassis attached to the display panel; b) a substrate attached to the conductive 
chassis; c) cable electrically connecting the display panel and substrate) (see e.g. col. 4, lines 42- 
59; col. 5, lines 15-54). The flexible cable (ref. #5) extends from the display panel (ref. #3) to 
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circuit board (ref. #4) on the opposite surface (ref. #2-2) of the chassis via the through-hole (ref. 
#2c) (refers to instant claimed a fixing member is provided which fixes at least a part of the cable 
between the substrates) (see e.g. col. 5, lines 15-54; figs. 2A thru 2D). 

Therefore, the device of Yoshimura et al. does anticipate the instant claimed invention. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claims 3-5 and 1 1-13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MY-CHAU T. TRAN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
0810. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday: 8:00-2:30; Tuesday-Thursday: 7:30- 
5:00; Friday: 8:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard A. Hjerpe can be reached on 571-272-7691 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/MY-CHAU T. TRAN/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



March 19, 2009 



